Drugs and Youth relates the proceedings of the 1968 Rutgers Symposiwn on Drug
Abuse and as such it is one of a series.
Part One presents an overview and tends to expand beyond the sociological, medical and pharmacological into the moral and legal spheres.
Part Two, "Morphine, Heroin and Cocaine", includes historical, economic, medical, social, control, and the treatment perspectives of these drugs plus LSD, cannabis and amphetamines; it is highly informative and remarkably up-to-date.
Part Three, "Amphetamine Type and Barbiturate Tranquillizer Type Drugs", is informational in nature, with the overlay of attitudinal comments common to the subject area of non-medical drug use.
Part Four discusses marijuana and LSD. As might be expected, each author becomes an instant legislator and sociologist. The content varies from generally factual to largely anecdotal opinion.
Part Five examines "Drug Abuse and the Law." Although the references are to United States legislation, much of the philosophical and legal discussion implicitly relates to the situation in Canada.
The final section reviews the Conference and presents cogent discussion of the multiplicity of issues involved in the 'drug problem' and the 'drug problem problem'.
Overall, Drugs and Youth is up-to-date and relevant to the problems facing psychiatrists interested in the field of nonmedical drug use. The viewpoints may be largely described as conservative, with some balancing by reactionary and liberal elements. The radical is omitted. As is common, the medical and pharmacological professions lean toward the conservative side, with lawyers, sociologists and psychologists being more liberal.
In general, this book is very informative and will be of interest to those with a specific orientation in the direction of drugs and youth; for others it will be a useful reference work. The endless repetition is probably unavoidable as fiftythree authors present fourty-seven papers on overlapping topics. This book was written to fill a gap in the Rorschach literature. The student of Rorschach is usually exposed only to the system of administration, scoring and interpretation in which his tutor was trained, and is introduced mainly to the body of research literature studied by the tutor. As a result it is often difficult for the student to appreciate the whole field of Rorschach research and practice, and to communicate with or use the research from others trained in different systems. A secondary purpose of the book was to provide a history of American Rorschach as it developed in the hands of the five main American Rorschach systematizers, namely, Bruno Klopfer, Samuel Beck, Zygmunt Piotrowski, Marguerite Hertz, and the combined work of David Rapaport and Roy Schafer. Both these goals are admirably realized in this book.
The author is a teacher of clinical psychology who has obviously specialized in the Rorschach test. He has approached his task in a fairly detached and non-partisan way. This is a feat worthy of praise. His description is detailed and accurate in most respects, although he appears to be
